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ginians dropped out, and their gums became colourless, like those of the camels after a too protracted journey.
The Barbarians' war machines were mounted upon the new terrace, even though it failed as yet to attain at every point the height of the rampart. In front of the twenty-three towers on the fortifications were erected twenty-three wooden towers ; all the tollenones were remounted, and in the centre, a little further back, loomed up the formidable liele$olis of Demetrius Poliorcetes, which Spendius had at last reconstructed. Pyramidal, like the lighthouse at Alexandria, it was one hundred and thirty cubits high and twenty-three wide, with nine stages that diminished towards the top, and were protected by brass scales pierced by numerous sally-ports, and filled with soldiers ; on the topmost stage a catapult flanked by two ballistas was erected.
Hannlcar planted crosses upon which to crucify all those who talked of surrender. Even the women were formed in brigades. People slept in the streets, and wailed, full of anguish.
Then one morning, a little before sunrise, on the seventh day of the month of Nyssan, they heard a loud cry uttered simultaneously by all the Barbarians ; the lead trumpets blared, and the great Paphlagonian horns bellowed like bulls. There was a universal rush for the rampart.
A forest of lances, pikes, and spears bristled at its base ; it leaped against the walls, ladders were grappled on, and in the openings of the battlements Barbarians' heads appeared.
Beams, carried by long files of men, battered tlio